
Page 1





LADIES &... RELATIONSHIPS!
CONTINUED FROM PG. 1

hot spots to look out for. Usually
a friendship develops when a
connection is made by voice to
voice contact between two peo-
ple. 

A boy and a girl naturally
become more intimate as they
spend time together and talk,
sharing ideas, thoughts and
feelings.

Consider, when touching
of hands to the body, arms
around the shoulder, holding
hands, face to face contact and
gazing into one another's eyes,
even kissing occur. These defi-
nitely are much
more than just
casual friendly
contacts but
are personal
and intimate.

What is important for any
girl to realize is that she is
entrusted with a sacred virtue
that needs to be protected at all
times. Now you may think this
implies only to the physical puri-
ty of a girl, but a breach of puri-
ty can result from an emotional
barrier that has been broken
already. What I mean by this is,
that if you expose yourself emo-
tionally to a man, it is much eas-
ier to succumb to him physically.
Of course you do not want to
invite intimacy by progressing to
personal contacts such as
touching and kissing. And as yet
you do not want to form an emo-
tional attachment that binds you
to him.

Therefore, your inner-

most feelings and dreams
should not be shared with a boy
in an early stage of your rela-
tionship. Let's face it girls, we
are emotional beings and can
be swayed by words, looks, and
gestures, and are often carried
away by these.

Now, earnestly consider
whether you are ready to handle
a serious relationship with a
young man. Here the advice
from levelheaded parents or a
trusted sister can be invaluable.
You have to constantly hold one
thought in your mind: If this
does not go any further than
friendship, both of you can
withdraw with dignity and
hold a good testimony of each
other. There is a risk too of get-
ting hurt, even if you are “just
friends.” Obviously if you lose a
friend there will be some hurt
feelings, and I doubt that you'll
be buddy-buddy again, maybe
then “just good acquaintances.”
What is vitally important is that
you can walk away without
reproach and no serious harm
has been done.

Before you start a rela-
tionship: First have Christ in
your heart so that you can enjoy
His help and control and for the
relationship to materialize in the
right way. Ps 37:4

A lot depends on the rela-
tionship you have with your par-
ents. Their permission is needed
for you to start a friendship and
to proceed fur-
ther. Are you
open enough
with them?
Discuss the
interest of a

certain boy with your parents or
tell them (not jokingly) about
your feelings for someone.
Respect their advice and godly
rules even if you don't "see" their
views just yet. Parents do not
merely want to manage your life
or even monitor it. They desire
your happiness and are there to
protect and guide you in your
choices and decisions. Your
father also has the right to can-
cel any wrong or impulsive deci-
sion you may make (Numbers
30).

Wait and pray. This is
very, very important and cannot
be overemphasized. You cannot
pray too much especially over
this area of your life.

When a boy wants to
start a friendship, suggest that
he contact your father to get his
permission to call. He should
feel free to come to your home,
which provides a mutual place
and other opportunities to see if
you can get on with each other.
Allowing a boy liberties by him
habitually speaking to you pri-
vately or on the phone, will draw
you into an early attachment or
something secretive.

Other familiar grounds
you should stay clear of are,
receiving of letters and gifts,
wearing rings, necklaces and
bracelets given to you by him.
By these gestures you may
translate his intentions as more
serious than intended or he may
even feel he has claims on you.
Preferably these gifts should
only be given during engage-
ment when you have pledged
yourselves to each other.
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Many older girls become
overanxious when they see the
younger paired off and marrying.
Girls, when you feel you can
handle things and start permit-
ting a boy greater access to
yourselves, you become so
much more vulnerable.

Take care that you do not
allow yourself to become
"unequally yoked together" with
an unbeliev-
ing boy, since
you do not
share the
same inter-
ests, moral
p r i n c i p l e s
and expecta-
tions. It may also bring you into
conflict with everything that you
hold dear.  (ll Cor. 6:14,  Amos 3:
3) Attempting to win him to the
Lord is risky as you cannot
guarantee yourself to remain
detached and you will inevitably
do much more compromising in
the friendship than him. Another
male Christian should further
witness to him. It is also advan-
tageous that you befriend a boy
who is not a spiritual babe, but
someone who is a faithful
Christian and respectfully obedi-
ent to his parents as well. It is
not worthwhile to be hasty.
Rather wait and pray for him to
mature.  God may have other
plans for you.

Whilst it is normal to
speak about boys with other
girls, shun those who constantly
match you up with boys. When
you so much as admire a boy,
do keep it a secret or confide in
your parents. Today Christian
girls have to contend with talks
of sex by their peers, shown

pornographic pictures on cell
phones or are ridiculed for their
“missing out on things.” (Prov 1:
10) However, a true friend will
not advise you to go against
your parents or to do something
foolish.

Then, there are many
teenagers that engage in face to
face flirting and giggling, winking
at one another and even "play-
fully" touching one another. This
is thoughtlessly taking advan-
tage of one another. We should
watch our actions while we are
young and unmarried. To flirt
means to trifle or play at being in
love, creating a false impres-
sion. There is no substitute for
the highest and best conduct.

Remember too that often
boys are trying to impress and to
be the 'nice fellow' to everyone.
He may hold you to a steady
friendship, while he feels it is
permissible for him to remain
very friendly with other girls. Do
not beg him to do better, or
press him for explanations or
even hold onto him. Rather with-
draw from the friendship and
see what happens. Identify
whether there are warning sig-
nals in your relationship. Do you
find disrespectful behavior such
as not sticking to your parents'
rules; are you and not he, mak-
ing all the calls or are there long
periods between his contacting
you again? You may have to
seek elsewhere for a more truth-
ful and honorable friend. And try
not to be the girl sought-after by
all the boys. Girls who flirt are
considered common in the eyes
of men.

At all times have a clear

understanding of what
your behavior around a
boy should be. The way
you dress, sit and move
is important so that there
is nothing in your man-
nerisms that will expose
both of you to improper
thoughts.

Obviously it is prudent to
steer clear of being alone with a
boy. Dating which is going out
by yourselves offers no protec-
tion since in the moments alone
you will become too aware of
each other and it will put need-
less pressure on the friendship.
It is best to widen your circle of
friends and to relate to a boy in
a group so that your friendship
takes a healthy course. There
are definite consequences for
breaking God's Will. Therefore
the idea of saving one self for
marriage is a trust you do not
want to violate. 2 Tim 2:22

Remember it is not only
bad young people that fall into
transgression. Well-meaning
couples no matter how spiritual
they are will experience tempta-
tion when together alone and
often fail to realize how impor-
tant it is to stay within the bound-
aries of these wise limits.

Finally, Ladies, in our age
of much freedom among young
people and undisciplined living, I
pray that God will protect and
keep you pure amidst your
brave battles against numerous
challenges.

Your Sister,
Sis. Ernestine Beckett
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CONTINUED FROM PG. 2

Brother Vince:

I hate to use this old, worn out
cliché, but there is a lot of truth
to it. "Time heals wounds". We
could fill up this site with people
telling of relationships gone bad,
and then they look back and see
that it was the hand of God. It is
in these times you need to satu-
rate yourself with the Word, let
Christ fill the void. Above all,
make sure no bitterness creeps
in. Bitterness will wreck you
emotionally as well as physical-
ly.

Q #2 I feel that the world has
distorted and even dirtied my
view of what a relationship with
the opposite sex is supposed to
be. Do you have any godly wis-
dom you could share with me on
how to "cleanse the mind" and
take on the mind of Christ in
view of godly relations?

Sister Rebekah:

"Cleanse the mind" by allowing
God to transform you mind.
(Romans 12:2) Also the scrip-
ture says "Let this mind that was
in Christ" We all had distorted
views until God Shows us his
way, which is within the Word.
Read what the scripture says
and the prophets share about
the virtue and purity that can be
showed between two that God
has joined together. There will
always be scars form your past
that can't be erased but God can
give you a clean and pure view
of his purpose and will.

Brother Vince:

... ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at
the doors.  Verily I say unto you, this generation shall not pass, till
all these things be fulfilled." Brother Branham told us that we should
watch Israel.  He called her God's timepiece:

(EVENING MESSENGER, 63-0116)

"And we see Israel, the first time for several hundreds of
years, almost over two thousand years is now become a nation; her
own army, her own money. Israel is in the homeland; her own
nation, own flag, belonging to the United Nations. She is a nation.
Why, it's one of the greatest signs that we could think of right now:
Israel in her homeland. And Jesus said, "This generation that sees
Israel go back to her homeland shall not pass until all has been ful-
filled."

The Old Testament also spoke of a sign:

"And He will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss
unto them from the end of the earth: and, behold, they shall come
with speed swiftly.  (Isaiah 5:26)  

(ONCOMING.STORM  PHOENIX, AZ , 60-0229) 

"Don't worry, the fig tree's putting forth its buds; that's the
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We can not receive our cues
from Hollywood, or the world for
how to treat each other in a rela-
tionship. In a world where men
are starting to act like women
and women like men, it is appar-
ent Satan's scheme is to distort
one's view of the opposite sex.
With much emphasis on the
physical stature of the man and
woman, this is what lures people
together in today's society.
Check out some of the "older"
couples in your church. Notice
the respect for each other. The
conversation between the two is
as best friends, and they are. To
cleanse the mind is only a task
that Jesus Christ can do.
Remember, you can not keep
thoughts from entering your
mind, but you have to determine
to not allow them to stay. Pray to
the Lord for a clean heart and
mind. 

Q #3
Provided that one is old enough,
what is the appropriate way to
signal interest in a member of the
opposite sex and go about build-
ing a relationship?

Sister Rebekah:

I will answer from a girls point of
view. For me I established Godly
friendships with guys and girls
alike and spent allot of time in
group settings. Occasionally, one
may spark some interest and I
would pray for Gods will. I would
say "Lord, so and so seems like
a nice young man, if it would be
your will, draw us together." As a
girl I knew it was choosing of a
bride and not choosing of a
groom so that took a lot of worry

out of it for me. I could accept the
invitation or reject it. Trust me, if
a young man becomes interest-
ed in you, he will let you know.
Bro. Paul was very bold to let me
know his intentions. He said, "I
am interested in you and would
like to spend more time with you"
I responded " I'd like that" He
said "I know!" and the rest is his-
tory. Remember to include your
parents and pastor in your
thoughts and ask their advice.

Brother Vince:

Firstly, the father of the girl
should be notified that you have
an interest in her. The father can
then talk to the daughter and if
there is an interest he can grant
permission for things to proceed.
By getting the father involved,
you are taking unneeded pres-
sure off the girl in the case she is
not interested. Don't send anoth-
er guy or girl that just compli-
cates matters and usually extra
words will get added to the story!
Bottom line…father involved at
ground zero.

last sign. The ensign, the oldest
flag in the world, flies over
Jerusalem… She was blinded
for a little season, but she's
coming together again. God
promised it. The end of the
Gentiles will be then. They're
looking for a Messiah. ...There's
the last sign… She's a full
nation. What are we waiting
for? The closing of the Gentiles.  

These things seem fairly
straight forward - even elemen-
tary regarding God's timeline.
But a closer look reveals more
interesting facts.  The Scriptural
prophesy tells us when the fig
tree "putteth forth leaves" we
should know the time is nigh.
But how long is it before the
leaves and the fruit mature?  

Remember the number seven?
Brother Branham told us this
number represents completion.
The following diagram repre-
sents the population growth of
the nation of Israel since the
world declared them a nation in

1948.  These figures
represent the number
of new Jews that
immigrated to Israel
during each decade.
Notice the marked
increase in the last
decade.  What's
going on?
Here's an interesting
quote from the official
Israeli government
website dated
January, 2002:  "Israel is a country of immigrants. Since its incep-
tion in 1948, Israel's population has grown seven-fold."
Coincidence, you say?

Consider this.  The al Aqsa Muslim mosque currently stands
on the site of the ancient Temple of Jerusalem.  It has been the
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subject of bitter strife since it
was constructed in AD 691.
Curiously, it has been destroyed
by earthquake seven times.

And consider one more
just as food for thought.  The
current Israeli Prime Minister
(right) is
named Ariel
Sharon.  He
has been one
of the most
s t e a d f a s t
defenders of
the preserva-
tion of the
Biblical borders of Israel.  He is
a decorated war hero and a for-
mer Israeli Army General who
won a brilliant victory over the
Egyptians during the Six-Day
War of 1967.  Upon their victory,
the Israeli's quickly drove to the
top of the Temple Mount and
hoisted the Star of David for the
first time in over 2500 years.  

Ariel Sharon is blamed by
the Palestinians for starting the
current "intifada" or holy war
when he personally visited the
Temple Mount on September
28, 2000.  It is curious to me that
Jesus Christ was also known as
the "Rose of Sharon".  The last
time he visited the Temple
Mount there was a lot of trouble
too.  Also curious is the fact that
from the day the Israeli Army
hoisted the Star of David over
the Temple Mount to Sharon's
visit was 33.5 years, the same
length of time as Jesus' ministry
on earth.  

Brother Brahnam taught
is that the natural types the spir-
itual - always.  How close are
we?  More on that "generation
passing away" next time.

MAIN ARTICLE: RELATIONSHIPS
CONTINUED FROM PG. 2

God has created us a
relational being. He said in the
beginning, "its not good for man
to be alone." As we become
closer to God, it cant help but
affect our interaction with others
around us. 

I wrote the following
words in a 1995 issue of Youth
Quake News. They explore the
different relationships we deal
with in our life. I pray they will be
used again to further your walk
with the Lord and friendships
with others:

CONFLICTS

As we become older,
sometimes we will encounter
conflicts with people. Conflicts
and fighting are not pleasant
things and they hurt deeply. The
most vulnerable
place for the Devil to
bring conflict is
between parents
and teenagers.
Perhaps some of
you reading this get
along great with
everyone else, but
with Mom and Dad
it's World War III. We
should never think
it's normal for this to
happen and just
accept it. I believe
we should seek God

and pray to live
higher than what
the world calls
"normal." We
should desire
the very best in
our relationships
and experience
as little conflict
as possible.

Did you know Jesus was
young once? Did you now that
he was a teenager at one time,
just like yourself? This is what
the scripture says of Him in
Luke 2:52:

"And Jesus increased in wis-
dom and stature and in favor
with God and man."

Jesus Christ is the ultimate
example. Here he has set a
goal for us young people to
reach: "Favor with God and
man." The following paragraphs
deal with all the different rela-
tionships we have as young
people. I pray that you'll take
these things to heart.

Don’t Forget!
We are having a fundraiser drive
from now till
the end of the
year. If you
want to see
YQNEWS grow
and prosper
into the new
year, please
help out. Thanks!
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PARENTS

Family Conflicts can be
the most severe sometimes.
Maybe everybody knows each
other too well or, more specifi-
cally, the Devil knows us too
well. He can bring such tension
between family mem-
bers, cause fights
and hurtful words,
and leave roots of
resentment and bit-
terness in someone
for years. The scripture says
Satan has come to "steal, kill,
and destroy." Let us never forget
the real culprit for destroying
families is Satan himself. He
hates unity. He hates sweet fel-
lowship. He hates oneness.

Speaking of oneness,
this is what Brother Branham
said in Oneness with God:

ONENESS - JEFF.IN V-10 N-2
62-0211

Any man and his family, a
correct, good, noble, obedient
family is one with another: any
family. And if there's something
in the family that moves them
apart, then it's not right; the fam-
ily's broken somewhere. They
should all be one: father with
mother, mother with father, chil-
dren with parent, parent with
children, all in agreement. And
when you see that, you'll see
one lovely picture. That's God's
purpose.

Notice, our prophet said
that when something moves the
family apart, it's not right. One
time Rebekah, as a teenager,
became angry and slammed the
door at Brother and Sister

Branham because they did not
want her spending time with one
particular girl. Brother Branham
said, "That was the Devil." This
may be hard to swallow for
some of you, but that's what he
said. It's not just a problem.
Reactions like slamming the
door show you are yielding to
Satan and not to the Lord. It's an
evidence of rebellion, as the
Prophet said. The Devil causes
reactions like that.

Who are these two peo-
ple that we call our parents any-
way? Why did God set things up
that we would be raised and
instructed by a mother and a
father for the first part of our
lives? They are not just another
male and female on earth. They
have been given to you by God,
as you have been given to them
by God. Sometimes we wish we
could have had different parents
or been born in a different fami-
ly, but God foreordained a plan
for your life. These two people
call your "parents" are one of the
greatest parts of that plan. They
will reveal the mystery of father-
hood and motherhood to you. As
you become older, you'll meet
the real Father. You'll come
under his headship and leader-
ship. Until then, God set it up
that your parents would lead
you. If you look at things like
this, you'll no doubt change your
attitude toward your parents. It
should bring a reverence in your
heart for them. Remember, God
has given them to you. I like to
think of it this way: God has set
up a kind of practice session for
living under headship. You are in
that practice session now.
Before having a Heavenly
Father to guide you someday,

He gave  you parents to prepare
for that relationship coming.
How comfortable you become
with your parents headship and
leadership is how comfortable
you'll be with God's. They are
very much tied together.

The Bible gives
us only one main
instruction about
our relationship
with out parents:
OBEY THEM!
(Proverbs 1:7-9;
Ephesians 6:1-3; Colossians
3:20). Even if it doesn't look like
it sometimes, they do love you.
They were young people once.
Give them a break. Let them
know you love them. Many
young people try to get their way
by rebelling. Why don't you try
God's way? Dare to be different.

Another key I'd like to add
to improve your relationship with
your parents is this: The Bile
says for fathers not to provoke
their children to anger. That
means that a father, if he wants,
can push all the wrong buttons
and bring out the worst in a
child. Could it be that the same
principle applies to us? Just as
our parents can push all the
wrong buttons on us, we have

the ability
to do the
same to
t h e m ,
b r i n g i n g
out their

worst. What we all should seek
to do is push the right buttons to
bring out the best in everyone,
including our own parents.
Obeying your father and your
mother when they tell you to do
something is pushing the right
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button. Just watch how many
more liberties and freedoms can
come from showing your obedi-
ence and responsibility to their
leadership. The way of rebelling
will lead to more conflicts and
less freedom.

To end this section on our
relationship without parents, I
will give you some tips to try.
These tips are not mine; they
are suggestions that were given
me in a local youth meeting from
young people like you.

1. Spend time with your par-
ents and get to know real good.
2. Speak to them about a
serious issue or questions at a
good time, not when everyone is
hyper or tense.
3. Respect their decisions
even when you don't under-
stand. God speaks through your
parents.
4. Say "sorry" when you are
wrong.
5. Tell them "I love you"
often.
6. Write them a note, card,
or give them something
expressing your appreciation.
7. Become friends with your
parents, not just family.
8. Give them a nice big hug
every once in a while.

Remember, Your parents
deserve the utmost respect
because the Word requires it.
They also deserve respect
because they are older and
more experienced. May God
bless you in your relationship
with your parents. They are not
your enemies; they are gift from
God.

BROTHERS AND SISTERS

Conflicts in families can
be between sisters and broth-
ers. If you've never had an argu-
ment with any of your brothers
or sisters then congratulations. I
don't know how you did it.
Tension can get pretty heavy
sometimes with a sister or broth-
er. Most of the time it's over a
very small issue, like when my
brother used to borrow my
socks. His didn't seem to be
good enough so he just helped
himself to mine. My socks
became a very heated issue,
mainly because I never saw
them again after he "borrowed"
them. Today it seems so stupid
and I still laugh at what we made
such huge issues over.
"Selfishness" is no doubt the
word to describe why most of
these conflicts arise, but they
do. Brothers and sisters argue
over curlers, food, clothes, bed-
room territory, and all kinds of
other things. 

It's not good, but it happens
sometimes. Even in the scrip-
ture, we find examples, such as
Jacob and Esau. Brother
Branham spoke of the Branham
family fighting with each other in
the backyard and fighting for
each other in the front.

As I said earlier, families

know each other almost too
well. It's easy for brothers and
sisters to always bring out each
others' weaknesses instead of
strengths. To get along requires
a respect to be maintained for
one another. It's important to
concentrate on each other's
good areas, instead of the bad.
Many times you'll have more
respect for other people than
members of your own family.
Proverb 24:23 says, "…It is not
good to have respect of per-
sons…" Something is wrong
when you are so friendly with
everyone else and mean to a
brother or sister.

Jesus said, "Blessed are
the peacemak-
ers." That's a
good scripture to
apply at home. Be
a peacemaker.
Treat you brothers
and sisters the
way you want to be treated. God
will bless that effort. Here are
some other scriptures I'll leave
with you. May you seek God to
get along with your other family
members.

Matthew 12:25 "And
Jesus knew their thoughts, and
said unto them, Every kingdom
divided against itself shall not
stand."

Romans 12:10,18 "Be
kindly affectioned one to another
with brotherly love; in honor pre-
ferring one another; If it be pos-
sible, as much as lieth in you,
live peaceably with all men."

I John 4:7-8 "Beloved, let
us love one another: for love is
of God; and every one that
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loveth is born of God, and
knoweth God. He that loveth
not, knoweth not God; for God is
love."

FRIENDS AND PEERS

We all need
friendships.
Fellowship
is important
for every
h u m a n

being. We truly need compan-
ionship, but we don't need bad
companionship. True friends are
ones who lead us closer to God.
One of the benefits to this life, as
we get older, is making our own
choices. One of the most impor-
tant choices outside of your
choice to serve God is choosing
what kind of company to hang
around with. We must choose
wisely who will influence our life.
Proverbs 13:20 says this:

"He that walketh with wise men
shall be wise: but a companion
of fools shall be destroyed."

If you also read Proverbs
1:10-18, you'll see the wrong
influence of hanging around the
wrong crowd. Be real choosy of
your companions. You might
meet someone at school or
elsewhere that has a really cool
personality, but that's not the
basis of choosing a friend. If you
have dedicated your life to God,
you can't expect to get along
perfectly with someone who
hasn't. It just doesn't mix. "Be ye
not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers: for what fel-
lowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness?…" (II
Corinthians 6:14) It just never

works out to your good. James
4:4 says you can't a friend with
the world and God at the same
time. Pick the right friends.
That's the first step in getting
along good with peers. Serving
the Lord will automatically give
you  things in common. That
kind of fellowship is best.

Real friendships are of
the Lord. Brother Branham said,
"You can't buy friendship with
money. Friendship is a gift of
God." How wonderful it is to
experience a close friendship
with a godly friend. There's noth-
ing like it. To have a close friend-
ship you must always be honest
and treat that person the way
you would want to be treated.
Here's a wonderful verse to end
this subject of friends: "A man
that hath friends must show him-
self friendly: and there is a friend
that sticketh closer than a broth-
er." (Proverbs 18:24)

THE OPPOSITE SEX

Guess what? Out of the
wholesome godly friendships
you develop might come the

s p e c i a l
someone you
would marry.
A good candi-
date for a

husband or wife is someone you
have become close friends with
and know their walk with God is
solid. It's better to get to know
someone while they are around
the saints and with their family,
rather than alone. I know many
young people think just the
opposite. They say, "I need to be
alone with him or her to get to
know them better." Why is that?

Is there a difference in their
actions and conversation while
they are alone? There shouldn't
be. What you want to know is
what kind of person they really
are. You want to see their char-
acter. The truth is that these
qualities are best displayed in
their everyday life with friends
and family. Please don't misun-
derstand. There is a correct
courtship that will no doubt
include time to talk with just one
another, but when young people
are so set on being alone so
much with their boyfriend or girl-
friend to "get to know them" it
sounds fishy. If you're seeking a
godly courtship that reflects all
the purity of scripture, you'll
have nothing to hide and noth-
ing will be sneaky. Your fellow-
ship and conversations alone
would fit also in groups of young
people and his/her family. This is
the right way. So many of us in
this generation
fail to seek this
way because
we've bought
too much of
Hollywood's dat-
ing instead of
God's courtship.

Anyway, I have said
enough about that. Maybe in a
later issue of Youth Quake we'll
deal in depth again on godly
courtship. Nevertheless, seek-
ing God's way will certainly
strengthen and make for better
relationships with the opposite
sex. It provides a freedom to
speak with girls or guys about
the Lord and other things with-
out the crazy little games and
lustful spirits floating in the
minds of youth. Many young
people tell me, "I wish there
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could be just good wholesome
fellowship without the worry of
someone trying to push them-
selves on you to get into some-
thing serious." Some fellows
and girls only have a one track
mind when it comes to being
with a member of the opposite
sex. They want to get serious
with someone right away. Some
young people go to a youth for
just that reason alone. How
pathetic! There's certainly no
better place to find a mate than
around the true Word being
preached, but to go only for that
reason shows your spiritual
weakness.

Young people, we must
live by faith and not fear.
Hebrews 11:6 says, "But without
faith it is impossible to please
Him…" I John 4:18 says, "There
is no fear in love; but perfect
love casteth out fear…" Apply
these scriptures to the subject of
fellowship with the opposite sex.
It will keep you from bondage
and fear. As instructed by Paul
in I Corinthians 7:1, single
young people should keep
themselves pure and reserved
for that one mate until the wed-
ding day.

Only in following this way
is there true freedom and strong
fellowship with brothers and sis-
ters.

Other scriptures to read:

I Thessalonians 4:2-7
I Corinthians 6:18
I Corinthians 7:32-35

TEACHERS/EMPLOYERS

Our relationships with

employers and teachers can be
difficult sometimes because
they are unsaved. Nevertheless,
the Bible gives us some very
good instructions to help us:

Colossians 3:22-24: 

"Servants, obey in all
things your masters according
to the flesh; not with eye service,
as men pleasers; but in single-
ness of heart, fearing God: And
whatsoever ye do, do it heartily,
as to the Lord, and not unto
men; Knowing that of the Lord
ye shall receive the reward of
the inheritance: for ye serve the
Lord." 

I believe a key for us in
verse 23 is to do what we do as
unto the Lord, not unto men.

As Christians, we serve
God in everything we do. Our
school, our work, and our play
revolve around our purpose to
express Christ to this world. If
you think you're working at a
place just for a paycheck, you're
wrong. God has you there to be
a light and while you're at it, you
can make money; but the real
purpose is to serve the Lord
there, too. Clearly, we couldn't
possibly treat an employer or
teacher badly without hindering
our relationship with God.

Remember, we do it as
unto the Lord. Christians should
be the best
workers an
employer can
find. Christians
should also be
the best stu-
dents a teacher could have. Our
life should example faithfulness,

respect, punctuality, honesty,
commitment, discipline, purity,
dedication, and more specifical-
ly the life of Christ. Why? We're
doing what we do "heartily" (with
all our heart) unto the Lord.
Unless an employer/teacher
instructs us to do something
against our faith, we should
obey them in everything as the
scripture has said. God's eyes
are on us at work or school. You
can't be rebellious to these
instructors and think God does-
n't see it. He does. Part of your
obedience to God is your obedi-
ence to your leaders. Here is
something that the prophet said
in “warning Then Judgement”
(1963):

We are responsible, and
God has put us here on the
earth for a reason, and that rea-
son that He has put us here for,
we are responsible to Him for
that reason. You should go to
Him and find out what He wants
you to do. See? If you don't...

If you went to work for a
man, and he give you a job on a
ranch, or something another,
and you just went out to the barn
and--and just set down out
there, and say, "Well?" See, you
must go ask him what he wants
you to do, and then do it. If
you're working for a man, find
out what your duties is.

And then if our life is on
the--the earth here, then we
should go to the One Who put
us here, and, "Lord, what would
You have me do? What--what--
what must I do? Why am I
here?"

Also check out these scriptures:
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Eph. 6:5-8; Matt. 22:21

PASTOR/BELIEVERS

Most of you reading this paper
have a pastor believing this End
Time Message. Don't ever take
for granted the blessing of this.
We can't deny that there are
some false ministries today that
have messed up either in teach-
ing or their own
lives, but don't
ever let that
make you
doubt. God has
real ministers.
Truly called and
ordained to lead
us.

Ephesians 4:11-13:

11 And he gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets;
and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; 

12 For the perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ: 

13 Till we all come in the
unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ:

God gave these gifts for
help. The prophet said this: 
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"Stay with your pastor.
See? He's the shepherd and
you give him respects. He will
lead you through and cause he's
ordained to do so." 

Respect the man God
has placed over you. Respect
his position. Support his ministry
with all your
heart. Take
notes, be faith-
ful to services,
and back him
up with your
"amen." This
gives great encouragement to
the ministry. Always remember
they are human, but the gift in
them is of God. Go to your pas-
tor with your questions and con-
cerns. Pray and ask God to use
the gift he has provided for the
leadership in your life.

Hebrews 13:7

Remember them which
have the rule over you, who
have spoken unto you the word
of God: whose faith follow, con-
sidering the end of [their] con-
versation.

Sometimes a pastor may
have to really rebuke the
church. Sometimes it appears
as though he's rebuking just
you, but that's God's gift keeping
us on track. God's love is
expressed in correction from the
Word of God. Pray for you pas-
tor, that man has one of the
hardest positions in our age. He
needs your prayer. If he's a true
minister, he will always be open
to help guide you in the con-
cerns you may have. Don't be
afraid to talk to him, he's not
your enemy - he's your brother.

As far as the saints at
church, get around the ones you
feel are closest to God.
Surround yourself with the wis-
dom, fellowship, and counsel of

the believers. You don't always
have to be with other young
people. Sometimes it's good to
sit around and listen to some
who have been through many
battles and know how to tackle
this enemy we fight against.
Getting loaded up with good
wisdom and instruction from
these role models will give you
the upper edge on the devil in
your growing years.

Young people, I pray that
you have been encouraged in
some of these areas. Living life
in the Lord is the most wonderful
life to live. May you all grow to
the place that your "getalonga-
bility" is improved in all aspects
of your life. May you, as Jesus
did, grow in favor with God and
man.

God Bless You,
Brother Paul LaFontaine
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